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The Anglo-Saxons

Britain was the Northwestern Edge of the Roman Empire.  Most Britons that lived there lived a Roman way of life for many years.  Like the Romans, they were Christians.  In the mid 400s AD, the Roman soldiers left the island because there were problems back in Rome, and the soldiers were needed.  This left the Britons unprotected.  
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The Picts from Scotland knew this, and decided to attack the Britons.  Vortegern, a Briton King, decided to ask the Saxons for help.  This changed the history of Britain.  The Saxons defeated the Picts.  Following this war, more Saxons migrated to the island.  Since the Britons asked the Saxons for help, it was their job to pay them for their service, and part of the payment was food.  The Britons began to run short on food, so the Saxons attacked the Britons, taking over much of their land.

The Saxon king that grabbed control was Aethelfrith.  He goes about conquering other Saxon kings.  He chased one Saxon prince, Edwin, around the island, taking land as he went.  Edwin took refuge with Kind Redwald.  Together, they attacked Aethelfrith, killing him and his men.  In the battle, Redwald’s only son was killed, so Edwin became king.

Edwin spent the rest of his life conquering local lands, spreading Christianity.  He died in battle, but his seeds of his efforts spread.  Most Saxons converted in the coming years.
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Another Barbarian horde invaded the island of Britain in the early 800s AD, they were the Vikings.  These barbarians were Pagans, not Christians.  They killed all that got in their way.  However, one Saxon king, King Alfred, managed to escape the Vikings, rebuild his forces, attack, and defeat the Vikings.  He then fortified the towns and revamped the military in case the Vikings returned.  His true legacy was that of the English language.  He valued education, and required the wealthy to learn to write the English language over Latin. 

