Byzantine Study Guide


Key Terms, People, or Events- Describe or list important details regarding the following information
1. Justinian- _____________________________________________________________________________
2. Icons-______________________________________________________________________________
3. Diocletion- ______________________________________________________________________________
4. Peninsula-_____________________________________________________________________________
5.  Mosaics-______________________________________________________________________________
6. Constantine-______________________________________________________________________________
7. Belisarius-______________________________________________________________________________
8. Excommunicated-______________________________________________________________________________
9. Great Schism-______________________________________________________________________________
10. Hagio Sophia-______________________________________________________________________________
11. Nika Riots-______________________________________________________________________________
12. Iconoclasm-______________________________________________________________________________
13. Patriarch-______________________________________________________________________________
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Short Answer-
1. What were advantages of the location of Constantinople?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What are Justinian’s 3 legacies?
a. ________________________________________________________________________
b.___________________ ______________________________________________________
c.__________________________________________________________________________
3. Describe the Byzantine Military
a. Greek Fire-________________________________________________________________________
b. Trebuchet-________________________________________________________________________
c. Theme System-________________________________________________________________________
d. Tagmata-________________________________________________________________________

4. Summarize the Fall of the BYZANTINE EMPIRE
a. Internal Problems-________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. External Enemies-
i. Seljuk Turks-_________________________________________________________________
ii. Crusaders-_________________________________________________________________
iii. Ottoman Turks-_________________________________________________________________









Byzantine Study Guide
Key Terms, People, or Events- Describe or list important details regarding the following information
1. Justinian- Married Theodora and rebuilt Hagia Sophia.
2. Icons-_Images, pictures, or representations of religious people.
3. Diocletian- Split the Roman Empire into the East and West
4. Peninsula-Piece of land that is surrounded by water on 3 sides.
5. Mosaics- Images made up of little pieces of stone, glass etc. 
6. Constantine- Moved the Capital of the Roman Empire from Rome to Byzantium
7. Belisarius-Justinian’s most famous general, responsible for most of the reuniting of the Empire.
8. Excommunicated-Being kicked out of the Church
9. Great Schism-Split of the Church in 1054
10. Hagio Sophia-Church that was rebuilt by Justinian after it was burned down during the revolts.
11. Nika Riots-30,000 Citizens were killed by Justinian
12. Iconoclasm-Argument of whether or not to use Icons or not
13. Patriarch-Leader of the Church in Constantinople 
Short Answer-
14. What were advantages of the location of Constantinople?
Natural Defense with 3 sides of water along the peninsula 
East meets West good for trading and access to the Mediterranean Seas and Silk Road
15. What are Justinian’s 3 legacies?
a. Rebuilt Hagia Sophia after the Nika Riots. Took 5 years.
b. 	Justinian’s Code of Laws
c. 	Reunited East and West of Roman Empire
16. Describe the Byzantine Military
a. Greek Fire-chemical fire that burned out water.  
b. Trebuchet-launched rocks over and through walls.
c. Theme System-localized armies that organized quickly. Very loyal.  Fought for their home towns.
d. Tagmata-elite, imperial soldiers who were paid well by the Emperor.

17. Summarize the Fall of the BYZANTINE EMPIRE
a. Internal Problems-Free peasants were turned into surfs.  This hurt the economy, and the military.  Had to hire outside soldiers, which was expensive.
b. External Enemies-
i. Seljuk Turks- Very aggressive and began attacking Byzantine Lands
ii. Crusaders- fighting amongst the Muslims and Christians, which involved Western Christians coming to Byzantine lands.
iii. Ottoman Turks-Invaded Constantinople and easily took the city.
