The Franks

Clovis
WHILE the power of the Roman Empire was declining there dwelt on the banks of the River Rhine a number of savage Teuton tribes called Franks. The word Frank means free, and those tribes took pride in being known as Franks or freemen. 
The Franks occupied the east bank of the Rhine for about two hundred years. Then many of the tribes crossed the river in search of new homes. The region west of the river was at that time called Gaul. Here the Franks established themselves and became a powerful people. From their name the country was afterwards called France. 

Each tribe of the Franks had its own king. The greatest of all these kings was Chlodwig, or Clovis, as we call him, who became ruler of his tribe in the year 481. When Clovis became king of the Franks a great part of Gaul still belonged to Rome. Clovis resolved to drive the Romans out of the country, and he talked over the matter with the head men of his army.  "My desire," said he, "is that the Franks shall have possession of every part of this fair land. I shall drive the Romans and their friends away and make Gaul the empire of the Franks." 

The Franks gained a great victory against the Romans. With their gallant boy king leading them on, they drove the Romans away. Clovis afterwards conquered all the other Frankish chiefs and made himself king of all the Franks. 
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Soon after his marriage to a Christian princess named Clotilda, Clovis had a war with a tribe called the Alemanni. Legend has it when a battle was going badly, Clovis prayed to his wife’s god and promised to convert if he won.  Almost immediately the course of the battle began to change in favor of the Franks. The Franks gained a great victory, and they believed it was an answer to the prayer of their king.  When Clovis returned home he was baptized in the church of Rheims on the following Christmas day. Meanwhile Clovis issued a proclamation to his people declaring that he was a believer in Christ, and giving orders that all the images and temples of the heathen gods should be destroyed. This was immediately done, and many of the people followed his example and became Christians. 

Clovis went on to conquer many other tribes in the surrounding areas, uniting the people under his rule. He then went to reside at the city of Paris, which he made the capital of his kingdom. He died there A.D. 511. The dynasty or family of kings to which he belonged is known in history as the Merovingian dynasty. It was so called from Merovæus, the father of Childeric and grandfather of Clovis. 
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Charles “The Hammer” Martel

As the Frankish kings grew weaker over the 200 years after Clovis’s death, the "Mayor of the Palace" took over their rule. Charles "The Hammer" Martel was such a Mayor, and led the Franks at the Battle of Tours in 732 AD. It was here where his met an army of Arabs, who were attempting to spread the Muslim faith throughout all of Western Europe.  Charles led his Frankish Christian army to victory over the Arabs and Berbers, allowing Western Europe to remain primarily Christian to this very day.
Pepin

In 741 AD, Charles died and his son Pepin became Mayor of the Palace. Pepin removed the king and started a new dynasty. He was anointed with holy oil by the Pope, and subsequently helped him when he was defeated by the Lombards. Pepin not only defeated the Lombards, but he gave the land of the Lombards in central Italy to the Pope. This is what is currently known as the Vatican.  The Pope now ruled much of Italian peninsula.
Charlemagne
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Charlemagne was one of Europe's most successful monarchs. He was king of the Franks in 768 CE.  He was six feet four inches tall, and built to scale.  He had beautiful white hair, animated eyes, a powerful nose...a presence "always stately and dignified." He was temperate in eating and drinking, abominated drunkenness, and kept in good health despite every exposure and hardship. He never walked. He always strode. If you wanted to talk to Charlemagne, you had to keep up. He knew everyone in his castle by name, from his top advisors to the lowliest peasant. As friendly as he was, he was every inch a king. The people called him Charles the Great. And they loved him.

The Franks were legendary fighters. Using the strength and loyalty of his army, combined with his own leadership abilities, Charlemagne soon defeated most of the other barbarian tribes in Western Europe. He expanded the Frankish Empire to include Germany, all of France, most of Italy, and even sections of northern Spain.
To effectively rule his kingdom, and to successfully convert people to Christianity, Charlemagne wanted his officials to be able to read and write. If he sent them a note, giving them some instruction, he wanted to make sure they could read it. To accomplish this, he turned his own palace into a center for learning. Scholars came from all over Europe to teach in the palace school.  

Charlemagne knew how to read, but he did not know how to write. He attempted to learn, but his hands were too scarred from battle to write legibly. Charlemagne tried to talk other nobles into joining him in his educational pursuits, but they were quite resistant. It was not the Frankish way. The Frankish nobles thought reading and writing was a waste of time. They were warriors. 

Charlemagne ruled his vast empire by using local officials called counts to help him. Each count was responsible for solving local problems. They also had the job of finding men and raising armies for the kingdom. At least once a year, Charlemagne paid surprise visits to his various counts to make sure they were managing fairly and effectively. 

One thing Charlemagne noticed that was not fair was the Frankish court system. In the Frankish Empire, trial was by ordeal. He started a new system. He set up a system of trial by panel. Under Charlemagne's system, each accused person would be heard by a panel of honorable men, men who had taken an oath to listen and to judge fairly based on the evidence presented. There was still corruption, but this system had a much better chance of being fair than did the old one. Our modern jury system, trial by jury, slowly developed from this early start. 
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Charlemagne held his kingdom together by the sheer force of his personality. He was not a king in a palace somewhere. He was out and about. He heroically fought in battles, wearing his big blue cape. He personally visited local administrators, creating new laws to protect his people. He had a horrible singing voice, but he often sang at the top of his lungs as he strode through village after village. He was loud and rambunctious and brave and fair and the people adored him. He was their king and they were Franks, and proud of it. Charlemagne was able to create a Christian kingdom under a powerful secular leader - himself. 
After Charlemagne’s death, the Franks began to quarrel amongst themselves, and were never quite the power they were under Charlemagne. At the Treaty of Verdun, the Frankish kingdom was split into three, giving lands to each of Charlemagne’s grandsons.  This split gave birth to what is now Germany. 

All

What are three main points worth remembering about Clovis?

1) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is the legacy of Charles Martel?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who gave the Catholic Church the land today known as the Vatican? __________________________

Fill in the blanks below.

Charlemagne expanded the Frankish Empire in include most of ________________ Europe.  He valued _____________ and ______________, and therefore opened schools for the students of nobles, however many nobles thought little of education, because they believed they were ______________ first.  Charlemagne used ____________ to manage different sections of his kingdom, and dropped in on them to see how they were doing.  He set up a Trial by ___________, which eventually led to our Trial by _____________.  He set up a Christian kingdom in most of Western Europe.  When he died, the kingdom grew weak.  At the Treaty of _____________, the kingdom was spilt into three sections, which will eventually become Germany and France, amongst other countries.
