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	Name of Project: The Middle Ages
	Duration: 4 weeks

	Subject/Course: Social Studies – Ancient History (Western Civilization)
	Teacher(s): Jack Fitzpatrick
	Grade Level: 7

	Other subject areas to be included, if any: Writing, Reading, Math, Science, Technology, Research skills

	

	Key Knowledge and Understanding

(CCSS or other standards)
	World History

8.1.7.A Demonstrate continuity and change over time using sequential order and context of events.
8.1.7.B Identify and use primary and secondary sources to analyze multiple points of view for historical events.
8.4.7.A Summarize the social, political, cultural, and economic contributions of individuals and groups in world history.
8.4.7.B Explain the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history.
8.4.7.C Differentiate how continuity and change have impacted world history.
8.4.7.D Explain how conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations have impacted the history of the world.
English/Language Arts

CC.1.2: Reading Informational Text: Students read, understand, and respond to informational text – with emphasis on comprehension, making connections among ideas and between texts with focus on textual evidence.

CC.1.2.7.B Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences, conclusions, and/or generalizations drawn from the text.
CC.1.2.7.C Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text.
CC.1.2.7.E Analyze the structure of the text through evaluation of the author’s use of graphics, charts. and the major sections of the text.
CC.1.2.7.L Read and comprehend literary non-fiction and informational text on grade level, reading independently and proficiently.
CC.1.3.7.B Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences, conclusions, and/or generalizations drawn from the text.
CC.1.4.7.G Write arguments to support claims. 


	Success Skills

(to be taught and assessed)
	Critical Thinking/Problem Solving
	X
	Self-Management
	X

	
	Collaboration
	X
	Other: Creativity
	X

	Project Summary

(include student role, issue, problem or challenge, action taken, and purpose/beneficiary)
	The students will research the Middle Ages, and decide whether or not the term “Dark Ages” is an appropriate title for the time period.  The students will then gather research to support their point of view, using key events, people, and legacies from throughout all the different time periods within the Middle Ages. Students will attempt to persuade their audience that their point of view is the correct one.  During the Dark Ages, some aspects of Roman technology, culture, writing, and education were lost.  Periodically, the same fate will befall our classroom.  We will enter the Dark Ages, which for us will mean that students WILL NOT have access to technology for research.  They must conduct all research through books, interviews, scholarly journal articles that I will provide, etc. At the conclusion of these “Dark Age” classes, I will see what came of their day.  They must present one good thing they were able to accomplish on “Dark Age” days, to prove that there is always something good that can come from it, even though life got harder.  



	Driving Question
	Driving questions will vary from group to group, but will hopefully include ideas such as:

1) How can we see societal changes that occurred in the Middle Ages in today’s society?

2) What if Charlemagne never existed? How could the world be different?

3) Although there were people from the Middle Ages who made a positive mark on society, how can we see the Dark Ages as anything other than “REALLY DARK?”

4) Should school text books refer to the Middle Ages as the Dark Ages?

5) What other titles would work better for the Middle Ages and why?

	Entry Event and Weekly plan.
	1) First, we will determine when the Middle Ages were, between the fall of Rome and the Renaissance.  
2) We will then lead a discussion about what they know about this time period.  
3) The anchor for this PBL will be a short video clip of a man (me) dressed in Renaissance clothes saying the following: “My time, the Renaissance, was a time of reborn classical culture.  We rescued Greek from near-oblivion, removed errors from Latin, cleared the fog from philosophy, brought dignity to theology, and removed crudeness from art. Before us, everything was in decline.  The great buildings of Rome like the Colosseum were slowly crumbling and no one was producing great works of literature. Life was full of uncultured barbarians, evil tyrants or superstitious peasants. It was truly a Dark Age.”
4) Week 1 – Setting the groundwork, reflecting on the anchor, develop driving questions, create groups, develop look at my essential questions and develop more, develop group roles, begin research.

5) Week 2 – Continue research, begin collecting artifacts.

6) Week 3 – Continue research, but begin laying out plans for the final presentation.

7) Week 4 – Filming, editing, tweaks of final presentation.

8) Beginning of Week 5 – Day one is a dry run, and Day two will be live streamed across the internet.

	Products
	Individual: Webquests, Blog responses, student reflections, student-teacher meetings, journals, quizzes, tests.
	Specific content and success skills to be assessed: Evaluating research, critical thinking, work ethic, research and persuasive writing.

	
	Team: Group reflections, multi-media presentation.
	Specific content and success skills to be assessed: Collaboration, some form of multimedia (Prezi, iMovie, PowerPoint, Keynote, etc).
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	Making Products Public
(include how the products will be made public and who students will engage with during/at end of project)

	During the project work, students will have access to other teachers, the librarian, and school data bases.  

At the conclusion of this unit, the presentations will live streamed over the internet.  Invitees to join will be parents, the district Social Studies coordinator, and other 7th grade classes across the school district.

	

	Resources Needed
	On-site people, facilities: Computer lab, library.

	
	Equipment: Laptop cart, iPad cart.

	
	Materials: Pulled library books, scholarly articles.

	
	Community Resources:

	

	Reflection Methods

(how individual, team, and/or whole class will reflect during/at end of project)
	Journal/Learning Log
	X
	Focus Group
	

	
	Whole-Class Discussion
	X
	Fishbowl Discussion
	X

	
	Survey
	X
	Other:
	

	Notes: Essential questions should include, but be limited to the following;
How did the fall of the Roman Empire change life in Europe?
How did religion affect everyday life in the Middle Ages?

Who was St. Bede?

What was Charlemagne’s influence on the Middle Ages and beyond?

Who were the Vikings and how did they affect the Middle Ages?
How did government change from feudalism to centralized governments?
What impact did the Norman Conquest have on England?
How did the growth of towns and the development of guilds change life for people in the Middle Ages?
What impact did the signing of the Magna Carta have?
How did the Black Death change society in the Middle Ages?
Where do you see the Middle Ages in society today?
If you lived in the Middle Ages, how would your life be the same and different?
If you could go back to the Middle Ages, what events would you change and why?


	

	Project Design: student Learning Guide

	Project: The Middle Ages

	Driving Question: Were the Dark Ages really that dark?

	

	Final Product(s) 

Presentations, Performances, Products and/or Services
	Learning Outcomes/Targets

knowledge, understanding & success skills needed 
by students to successfully complete products
	Checkpoints/Formative Assessments

to check for learning and ensure 
students are on track
	Instructional Strategies for All Learners

provided by teacher, other staff, experts; includes 
scaffolds, materials, lessons aligned to learning outcomes and formative assessments

	(individual and team)
	What happened after Rome fell?
	Blog Assignment #1 – What are the Pros and Cons of Rome no longer controlling Western Europe?
	Mini-lesson on the various Germanic Tribes.

	
	What was happening in the Middle East during this time period?
	Web quest #1 – The Middle Ages Overview
	Mini-lesson on Charlemagne.

	
	What is feudalism?
	Blog Assignment #2 
	Written Paper on a topic of choice from the Middle Ages.

	
	Final Group Presentation defending the point of view taken by the group.
	Web quest #2 - Vikings
	

	
	
	Blog Assignment #3
	

	
	
	Four Artifacts collected or created along the way.
	


For more PBL resources visit bie.org
©2015 BUCK INSTITUTE FOR EDUCATION


