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‘were followed by whole families of farmers, trad-
ers, and artisans whose influence spread widely
in much of Burope.

The Viking age ended about 1000.

Around the year 1000, the Viking terror, which
had raged for two centuries, slowly receded and
died. Why? Three facts help to explain it.

First, Europeans finally worked out a way to
respond quickly to raids and small-scale invasions.
(The way this system worked will be explained
in the next section.)

Second, like so many barbarians before them
(including Goths, Franks, and Saxons}, the Vikings
gradually adopted Christianity. For example, King
Guthrum of the Danes agreed to become a Chris-
tian as part of his peace treaty with England’s
King Alfred. As Christians, the Vikings were less
inclined to raid monasteries.

Third, after 1000, Europe’s climate went
through a warming trend that lasted several cen-
turies. That trend explains why Viking settle-
ments on Iceland and Greenland prospered. As
farming became easier in Scandinavia, fewer
Scandinavians turned to the seafaring life of Vi-
king warriors.

The Vikings were the last great raiders to de-
scend on western Europe, While the eastem lands
of the old Roman empire were devastated by the
Seliuk Turks, the Ottoman Turks, and other

Feudalism became the
basis for government

In the late summer of 911, two men who had
long been enemies stood face to face near the
Seine {sayn) River in what is now France. One
man was Rollo, the leader of a Viking army that
had been plundering the rich river valley for years.
‘The second man was the almost powerless king
of France, known to history as Charles the Simple.
Though he bore the title king, Charles controlled
little of the land that is France today.

The two men had come to make peace. In a
formal ceremony, Charles granted Rollo a huge
picee of French temritory. This part of France
became the Northmen’s land, or Normandy. In
retumn, Rollo placed his hands between the king's
hands and swore never to make war against the
king again.

A part of the ceremony, Rollo was expected
to kacel and kiss the king’s foot, but this was
more than the proud Viking could stand. “No,
by God!” he bellowed. Instead, Rollo ordered one
of his henchmen to perform the rite. Charles's
foot was hoisted into the air so the tall Viking
need not bend his kaees. The Viking promptly
showed his low opinion of royal dignity by tipping
the king onto his back in the dirt. Yet Charles
grimly swallowed his pride to win Rollo's oath
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A Norse queen, Asa, was buried in this
Viking ship. Among the Vikings, such
burials were a common way to honor a
leader. The ship shows the high prow and
shallow draft of Viking vessels. At sea,
Vikings lashed monster heads like the one
below to their ship's prow to frighten
away evil spirits. In batile, Viking
warriors wore helmets such as the one at
the left.
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"had raged for two centuries, slowly receded and
died. Why? Three facts help to explain it.

First, Europeans finally worked out a way to
respond quickly to raids and small-scale invasions.
(The way this system worked will be explained
in the next section.)

Second, like so many barbarians before them
(including Goths, Franks, and Saxons}, the Vikings
gradually adopted Christianity. For example, King
Guthrum of the Danes agreed to become a Chris-
tian as part of his peace treaty with England’s
King Alfred. As Christians, the Vikings were less
inclined to raid monasteries.

Third, after 1000, Europe’s climate went
through a warming trend that lasted several cen-
turies. That trend explains why Viking settle-
ments on Iceland and Greenland prospered. As
farming became easier in Scandinavia, fewer
Scandinavians turned to the seafaring life of Vi-
king warriors.

The Vikings were the last great raiders to de-
scend on western Europe, While the eastem lands
of the old Roman empire were devastated by the
Seljuk Turks, the Ottoman Turks, and other
‘warriors from central Asia, western Europe was
at last free of invasions.

.ction R“IEW

Identify: (a) Vikings, [b] Scandinavia,
fc) Ieeland, (d) Eric the Red, [¢] Greenland,
{f] Leif Ericson, {g) Newfoundland
Answer:

Seine [sayn] River in what is now France. One
‘man was Rollo, the leader of a Viking army that
had been plundering the rich river valley for years.
The second man was the almost powerless king
of France, known to history as Charles the Simple.
‘Though he bore the title king, Charles controlled
little of the land that is France today.

The two men had come to make peace. In a
formal ceremony, Charles granted Rollo a huge
piece of French temitory. This part of France
became the Northmen’s land, or Normandy. In
return, Rollo placed his hands between the king's
‘hands and swore never to make war against the
king again.

As part of the ceremony, Rollo was expected
to kneel and kiss the king’s foot, but this was
more than the proud Viking could stand. “No,
by God!” he bellowed. Instead, Rollo ordered one
of his henchmen to perform the rite. Charles's
foot was hoisted into the air so the tall Viking
need not bend his knees. The Viking promptly
showed his low opinion of royal dignity by tipping
the king onto his back in the dirt. Yet Charles
grimly swallowed his pride to win Rollo’s cath
of loyalty.

Other rulers and warriors in many parts of
Europe were making similar agreements. The
worst years of the invasions [about 850 to 950)
were also the years when a new pattem of life
emerged in westemn Europe. No king or pope
dictated this pattern. No brilliant thinker
the new system. Instead of one solution, there
were hundreds, each depending on local circum-
stances. Villagers in England responded in one
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Vikings were skilled seafarers.

The raiders were known by several names:
Northmen, Norsemen, and Vikings. Their home
lay far to the north in a wintry, rocky, forested
region called Scandinavia [SKAN-duh-NAY-vee-ubl.
Today, this region consists of Noryway, Sweden,
and Denmark.

‘The people of Scandinavia were Germanic with
customs and language similar to those of the
Franks, Saxons, and Goths who had earlier in-
vaded Burope. The Scandinavians, however, had
had almost no contact with Rome. They were
still pagans, worshiping warlike gods. Viking
Leaders took pride in nicknames like Eric Bloodaxe
and Thorfinn Skullsplitter.

The Vikings carried out their raids with ter-
ifying swiftness. They would beach their ships,
strike, then quickly shove out to sea again. By
the time local troops arrived, the Vikings were
long gone.

The Viking warships were the technological
marvel of their age. Long, lean, and light, the
largest of these ships could hold 300 wariors,

y O

‘who took tums rowing its 72 oars. Most ships
were smaller, with crews of 30 to 50 fighters.
The prow of each ship swept grandly upward,
often ending with the carved head of a sea monster
or dragon. Although a ship might weigh 20 tons
when fully loaded, it could sail in 3 feet of water.
Thus, the Vikings could strike villages and mon-
asteries far inland by rowing up shallow rivers
and creeks.

Scandinavians settled far and wide.

Despite their fearsome reputation, it is wrong
to think of the Vikings merely as ferocious brutes.
They were also wily traders and careful farmers.
As explorers, they were unsurpassed. They trav-
eled far beyond western Europe, down rivers into
the heart of Russia, to Constantinople, and across
the icy waters of the northem Atlantic Ocean.

By the year 900, hundreds of Scandinavian
families had made the perilous voyage to the
distant island of Iceland. There they built a pros-
perous settlement.

A Norse queen, Asa, was buried in this
Viking ship. Among the Vikings, such
burials were a common way to honor a
leader. The ship shows the high prow and
shallow dsaft of Viking vessels. At sea,
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kept the titl of emperor and took the land be-
tween his brothers’ kingdoms, including the im-
perial capitals of Rome and Aachen. His land
became a battleground for the furure kings of
France and Germany.

‘After the Treaty of Verdun, Carolingian kings
became almost as powerless as the longhaired
Merovingians had been. Once again, central au-
thority broke down.

‘At the same time, all of Europe from Ircland
10 Taly was repeatedly assaulted and phndered
by terrible new invasions. From the sotth, Mus-
lim pirates seized Sicily and raided Tl even
sacking Rome in 846. From the cast struck the
Magyars, barbarians from central Asia. Like the
carler Hiuns and Avars,the Magyar wariors ter
torized Germany and Taly. And from the north
came the most dreaded attackers o all, the Vi
kings (v-kings), Even before Charlemagne's
death, the earliest Viking raids seruck Europe.

-Mnﬂpﬂll_z
LYIL I

Define: (o) knight, (b) count, [¢) missi

dominici, (d) Carolingian miniscule

Identify: a) Franks, (o) Merovingians,

{e] mayor of the paiace, (d] Charles Martel,

{e) Pepin the Short, (1] Papal States,

{8) Charlemagne, () Carolingians, (i Treaty

of Verdun

Answer.

1. fa) What practice weakened the power of the
Merovingian kings? (b] Into whose hands did
their power pass?

2. {a] Explain how the Frankish king and the
pope depended on each other. [b) How did
kings gain some spiricual authority? (c] How
id the pope become a political ruler?

3. (3) Describe how Charlemagne ruled his
widespread lands. (b] Why were his own s+

tates important to his govemment!

How did Charlemagne promote learing!

5. (a) What new tidle did Charlemagne receive
from the pope in the year 8007 (b] What were

8. What do you think was Charlemagne’s greatest
achicvement! Give reasons for your answer,

Vikings terrorized 3
Europe.

To the monks on Lindisfame Island near the
northeast coast of England, it seemed to be just
another peaceful moming when they awoke to
perform their daily rituals. But on this moming
in 793, a large sailing vessel lay near the shore,
basely visible in che mist. Its square sail was
striped red and white. ts prow swept upwerd in
a graceful curve ke a swan's neck, but at the
top was a dragon’s head.

‘s dawn broke, burly warrors jumped from
the ship to the island shore, clutching swords
and heavy wooden shields, The monks had no
weapons. Some were killed st the altar even as
they prayed. Others were dragged to the sea and
drowned. The monastery was thoroughly ran-
sacked. Golden crucifixes, silver chalices, ivory
boxes, and slk and linen tapestries were ll piled
in the boat. Laughing and shouting,the attackers
heaved on their oars. Soon their striped sai dis-
appeared over the horizon.

News of this outrage soon reached the court
of Charlemagne. “Never before,” wrotc Alcuin,
“has such 2 terror appeared in Britain as this
that we have just sulfered from a pagan race.”
In 793, the terror was just beginning. From about
800 until the year 1000, the Vikings reided from
Ireland to Russia.Jn many churches, a new prayer
became part of the daily worship: “Save us, O
God, from the fury of the Northmen.”

Footnote to History

In the heat of batl, some Viking warriors
nged ageinst the enamy howiing, snaring,

and biting ther wooden shieds In rage. In tis
state of hyperexcitemen, they fot nither fear
nor pain. Such warriors, feared even by othor
Vikings, were known as berserirs, from which
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